
Richard Sheargold
Richard Sheargold (1911-1988) was an English psychical researcher with particular
interests in electronic voice phenomena.

Life and Career

Richard Kempsell Sheargold was born on 20 December 1911 in Caterham, Surrey.
He worked as departmental manager at McMichael Radio, Slough, which
specialized in radio production and military technology.

Psychical Research

Sheargold joined the Society for Psychical Research (SPR) in 1955, spending much
of his time on experimental research in mediumship and electronic voice
phenomena (EVP).   The results of card-guessing experiments were mostly non-
significant[1] and those of a precognition experiment exploring the relationship
between psi and memory were inconclusive.[2]

With regard to postmortem survival, he suggested that the appearance of
communication through mediums was in reality a form of connection between
people’s minds through memories. He wrote: ‘I doubt if such communication is a
conscious act of the deceased in the sense that we understand consciousness, but
may well have some kind of an emotional basis and partake more of the nature of a
dream’.[3]

From 1971 he carried out research into EVP, concluding from his experiments that
the phenomenon is real, in agreement with the testimony of experts such as
Konstantins Raudive. Unlike Raudive he was not convinced that the voices were
necessarily those of spirit entities, however.[4]

Against criticism that ‘voices’ heard on tape were purely subjective impressions in
the mind of the hearer, he agreed that this could happen with prolonged listening
to white noise, but pointed out that such spurious effects could not be played back,
let alone deciphered. He also denied that the ‘messages’ seldom made any sense,
which in his experience was not the case.[5]  

His booklet Hints on Receiving the Voice Phenomenon provides advice on how to
receive and decipher recorded voices.[6]
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