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(2015).	His	research	focuses	on	exploring	field-like	influences	on	the	behaviour	of	random	number	generators.		

Career

Bryan	Williams	studied	cognitive	psychology	at	the	University	of	New	Mexico.In	2008,	he	took	up	a	research	position	at
the	Psychical	Research	Foundation	(PRF),	which	was	established	in	1961	with	an	endowment	to	the	Duke	Parapsychology
Laboratory	 for	 research	 into	 the	 survival	 of	 consciousness	 question.	 The	 PRF	 enjoyed	 a	 productive	 period	 under	 the
leadership	of	Danish-born	parapsychologist	William	Roll,	whom	Williams	later	succeeded	as	research	director.[1]		

Out-of-body	Experiences

In	the	early	twentieth	century,	physician	Duncan	MacDougall	weighed	terminally	ill	hospital	patients	at	the	moment	of
their	decease,	to	try	to	discover	a	weight	change	indicative	of	a	‘soul’.	He	claimed	to	find	an		average	weight	loss	of	21
grams	among	six	individuals,	although	alternative	explanations	such	as	bodily	excretions	are	likely.[2]		The	PRF	has	tried	to
conduct	 similar	 research	with	 out-of-body	 experients	 under	 tighter	 conditions	 employing	 a	more	 sensitive	 balancing
system;[3]	however,	it	has	proved	hard	to	find	experients	who	are	able	to	reliably	detect	remote	perceptual	targets.	[4]

Brain	Correlates	of	ESP	Performance

Research	conducted	at	the	PRF[5]	and	elsewhere[6]	found	EEG	correlations	with	improved	psi	scoring,	principally	increased
alpha	wave	 expression.	 Following	 this,	 a	 pilot	 study	was	 conducted	 in	 2013	with	 a	 64-year	 old	 psychic	 claimant	who
attempted	 clairvoyant	 and	 PK	 tests	 while	 his	 brain	 wave	 activity	 was	 monitored	 using	 quantitative
electroencephalography	(QEEG).	In	alignment	with	previous	research,	Williams	found	increased	alpha	activity	during	the
more	successful	PK	sessions,	indicating	that	a	relaxed	state	of	mind	is	psi	conducive,[7]	although	substantive	conclusions
are	discouraged	owing	to	the	limited	number	of	test	sessions,	the	extremely	small	effect	sizes,	and	lack	of	opportunities	to
follow	up	with	the	individual	concerned.	[8]

Poltergeist	Cases

The	PRF	investigates	potential	poltergeist	cases	in	the	nearby	area	of	New	Mexico,	continuing	extensive	work	in	this	field
by	William	Roll.	The	cases	are	evaluated	according	to	four	criteria:	authenticity,	psychological	factors,	physical	factors
and	parapsychological	aspects.[9]

Psychomanteum

Raymond	Moody[10]	 investigated	 the	psychological	 and	 therapeutic	 effects	 of	 entering	 a	psychomanteum	–	 a	 dimly-lit
enclave	 in	which	 a	 person	 is	 asked	 to	 stare	 at	 a	 tilted	mirror	 in	 order	 to	 elicit	 an	 altered	 state	 of	 consciousness.	 To
continue	 this	 research,	Williams	 is	 seeking	 funding	 to	 probe	 for	 physical	 changes	 in	 the	 immediate	 environment	 and
explore	psychological	correlates.[11]

Field	Random	Number	Generators	(REG)

High-profile	research	in	recent	years	has	focused	on	the	possible	influence	of	collective	consciousness	on	the	behaviour
of	random	number	generators,	notably	Roger	Nelson’s	Global	Consciousness	Project.[12]	 	Williams	is	conducting	similar
exploratory	 process-oriented	 investigations,	 motivated	 to	 amass	 a	 sizeable	 database	 which	 will	 inform	 future
confirmatory	studies.	Examples	follow.

Telephons

Williams’s	analysis	of	eighteen	years	of	television	charity	events	(telephons)	showed	a	suggestively	significant	downward
trend	in	the	behaviour	of	RNGs	spread	across	the	US,	belonging	to	the	GCP	and	his	own	RNG	in	Albuquerque	(p	=	0.049).[13]



World	Ghost	Hunt

Williams	 probed	 for	 collective	 consciousness	 influence	 on	 thirteen	 RNGs	 situated	 in	 relative	 proximity	 to	 ninety
synchronized	ghost	hunts	in	several	continents.	Overall	deviation	was	suggestive	but	not	significant	(p	=	0.08).[14]

Solar	Eclipse

Williams	combined	his	RNG	data	with	that	of	twelve	US	RNGs	from	the	Global	Consciousness	Project	for	five	solar	eclipse
events	and	found	a	suggestive	but	non-significant	trend	(after	removing	one	null	outcome).[15]

Educational	Activity

Williams	 produces	 high-quality	 material	 introducing	 readers	 to	 the	 rich	 findings	 of	 parapsychology	 that	 includes
poltergeist	phenomena,[16]	ESP	and	the	brain,[17]	[18]	 and	reviewing	evidence	 for	psi	 in	 the	ganzfeld.[19]	 	He	actively	 rebuts
online	articles	and	blog	posts	by	sceptics	hostile	to	parapsychological	research.[20]	[21]

Michael	Duggan

Literature

MacDougall,	D.	(1907).	Hypothesis	concerning	soul	substance	together	with	experimental	evidence	of	the	existence	of
such	substance.	American	Medicine	13,	240-243.

Morris,	R.	L.,	Roll,	W.	G.,	Klein,	J.,	&	Wheeler,	G.	(1972).	EEG	patterns	and	ESP	results	in	forced-choice	experiments	with
Lalsingh	Harribance.	Journal	of	the	American	Society	for	Psychical	Research	66,	253-268.

Moody,	R.	A.	(1992).	Family	reunions:	Visionary	encounters	with	the	departed	in	a	modern-day	psychomanteum.	Journal
of	Near-Death	Studies11,	83-121.	Also	see	Moody,	R.	with	Perry,	P.	(1993).	Reunions:	Visionary	Encounters	with	Departed
Loved	Ones.	New	York:	Villard	Books.

Roll,	W.	G.	&	Persinger,	M.	A.	(2001).	Investigations	of	poltergeists	and	haunts:	A	review	and	interpretation.	In	J.	Houran
&	 R.	 Lange	 (eds.)	 Hauntings	 and	 Poltergeists:	 Multidisciplinary	 Perspectives	 (123-163).	 Jefferson,	 NC:	 McFarland	 &
Company,	Inc.

Williams,	 B.	 J.	 (2011).	 Exploring	 the	 psychic	 brain:	 On	 neuroscience	 and	 psi	 phenomena.	 Australian	 Journal	 of
Parapsychology	11,	154-192.

Williams,	B.	J.	(2015).	Empirical	examinations	of	the	reported	abilities	of	a	psychic	claimant:	A	review	of	experiments	and
explorations	with	Sean	Harribance.	 In	D.	Broderick	&	B.	Goertzel	 (eds.)	Evidence	 for	Psi:	Thirteen	Empirical	Research
Reports	(pp.	102-137).	Jefferson,	NC:	McFarland	&	Company,	Inc.

References

Footnotes

1.ˆ	https://www.psychicalresearchfoundation.com/about
2.ˆ	MacDougall	(1907).
3.ˆ	https://www.psychicalresearchfoundation.com/obe-detection-studies
4.ˆ	Williams	(January	2020):	personal	communication.
5.ˆ	Williams	(2015).
6.ˆ	Morris,	et	al.	(1972).
7.ˆ	Williams	(2013).		https://www.psychicalresearchfoundation.com/brain-studies
8.ˆ	Williams	(January	2020):	Personal	communication.
9.ˆ	Roll	and	Persinger	(2001).
10.ˆ	Moody	(1992).
11.ˆ	Williams	(2019).	https://www.psychicalresearchfoundation.com/psychomanteum
12.ˆ	http://noosphere.princeton.edu/
13.ˆ	Williams	(2018).	https://www.facebook.com/notes/bryan-j-williams/field-rng-exploration-stand-up-to-
cancer-2018-other-us-multi-network-benefit-tel/10155605499762050/

https://www.psychicalresearchfoundation.com/about
https://www.psychicalresearchfoundation.com/obe-detection-studies
https://www.psychicalresearchfoundation.com/brain-studies
https://www.psychicalresearchfoundation.com/psychomanteum
http://noosphere.princeton.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bryan-j-williams/field-rng-exploration-stand-up-to-cancer-2018-other-us-multi-network-benefit-tel/10155605499762050/


14.ˆ	Williams	(2017).	https://www.facebook.com/notes/bryan-j-williams/field-rng-prediction-national-ghost-
hunting-day-2017/10154825600107050/
15.ˆ	Williams	(2017).	https://www.facebook.com/notes/bryan-j-williams/field-rng-exploration-result-2017-solar-
eclipse/10154729022422050/
16.ˆ
https://www.academia.edu/1307179/Poltergeist_Phenomena_A_Primer_on_Parapsychological_Research_and_Perspectives

17.ˆ
https://www.academia.edu/19971876/Extrasensory_Perception_and_the_Brain_Hemispheres_Where_Does_the_Issue_Stand_Now
18.ˆ	Williams	(2010).
19.ˆ	https://www.academia.edu/19971601/Revisiting_the_Ganzfeld_ESP_Debate_A_Basic_Review_and_Assessment
20.ˆ	https://www.facebook.com/notes/bryan-j-williams/is-the-ganzfeld-esp-database-really-that-contentious-a-
commentary-on-a-recent-sk/10155892729782050/
21.ˆ	https://www.scientificexploration.org/docs/33/jse_33

©	Psi	Encyclopedia

https://www.facebook.com/notes/bryan-j-williams/field-rng-prediction-national-ghost-hunting-day-2017/10154825600107050/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bryan-j-williams/field-rng-exploration-result-2017-solar-eclipse/10154729022422050/
https://www.academia.edu/1307179/Poltergeist_Phenomena_A_Primer_on_Parapsychological_Research_and_Perspectives
https://www.academia.edu/19971876/Extrasensory_Perception_and_the_Brain_Hemispheres_Where_Does_the_Issue_Stand_Now
https://www.academia.edu/19971601/Revisiting_the_Ganzfeld_ESP_Debate_A_Basic_Review_and_Assessment
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bryan-j-williams/is-the-ganzfeld-esp-database-really-that-contentious-a-commentary-on-a-recent-sk/10155892729782050/
https://www.scientificexploration.org/docs/33/jse_33

	Career
	Out-of-body Experiences
	Brain Correlates of ESP Performance
	Poltergeist Cases
	Psychomanteum
	Field Random Number Generators (REG)
	Telephons
	World Ghost Hunt
	Solar Eclipse

	Educational Activity
	Literature
	References
	Footnotes


